
A small library that could

1. Opportunity was a twin.

2. Opportunity and Spirit showed that Mars had the wet and warm conditions 
in its ancient past that were potentially hospitable to life.

3. Opportunity is an off-world record holder.

4. Opportunity was the little rover that could.
5. Opportunity and Spirit showed us the beauty of Mars.

6. The story of Opportunity and Spirit is not over. Their lessons live on in current 
and future Mars missions.



Our Institute has a long history

• Sevastopol Biological Station of the Imperial 
Academy of Sciences / Academy of Sciences 
of the Soviet Union (1871–1963)

• Institute of Biology of the Southern Seas of 
the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine 
(1963–2014)

• Institute of Marine Biological Research of the 
Russian Academy of Sciences (2015–2019)

• A. O. Kovalevsky Institute of Biology of the 
Southern Seas of Russian Academy of 
Sciences (since 2019) 
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In 1892, the Station was transferred to the Imperial Academy 
of Sciences, and it allocated funds for the construction 

of the building with a marine aquarium 



There were some 
good old times

Sergey Zernov in the library

On the SBS boat

Aleksandr Kovalevsky on the balcony



During the World War II

During the Great Patriotic War, Sevastopol was severely bombed. 
A direct hit destroyed the southern wing of the Sevastopol 

Biological Station where the library was located. 
The library fund was lost in fire.



Vladimir Vodyanitsky became a director of the Sevastopol 
Biological Station in 1944 and took an active part 

in the recovery of the library.

Vladimir Vodyanitsky (1893–1971)

Library restoration



Currently, the library has more than 160 thousand printed items, 
almost 70 % of them are foreign publications.

• hydrobiology
• oceanology
• ecology
• botany
• microbiology
• general zoology
• parasitology

• physiology
• biochemistry of aquatic 

organisms
• mathematical modelling
• hydrology
• hydrochemistry
• biophysics

• biochemistry
• publications of fisheries, 

hydrobiological, 
oceanographic organizations

• information on domestic 
and foreign marine 
expeditions



The 1990s – the period when Ukraine 
gained independence.

• our financial capabilities were sufficient
only for subscription to the Ukrainian
publications;

• we had no money to pay for the books of
Russian publishing houses, including VINITI
abstract publications;

• we received foreign publications from the
Vernadsky National Library of Ukraine due
to international book exchange, but there
were practically no rated journals;

• the work of interlibrary loan stopped.

Uh-hoh, a lot of work to do.

It was difficult to work in the old, traditional 
manner:



Book exchange was organized with 30 scientific organizations
of the corresponding profile of Ukraine and Russia.





Since 1995, the scientific library has the status 
of an ASFIS collaborating center. 



Since 2006, the scientific library is an IAMSLIC member.



In 2007, the scientific library was one of the first in Ukraine to create a repository.
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The 1990s and 2000s – years of close cooperation
with European aquatic sciences libraries and information centers. 

Their help was invaluable. 



By 2014, the scientific library worked
as a modern information center.



In 2014, Crimea became part of Russia. 

Uh, not again.

In 2015, our Institute was reorganized.
We had to adapt quickly to Russian laws, 
rules, and instructions.



Blackout on November 21, 2015 was a huge shake-up
in the work of the library. 
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Blackout on November 21, 2015 was a huge shake-up
in the work of the library. 

The server 
was totally 

down. 



The scientific library did not give up, 
so, a new stage, a new rise began.

I’ll be back



We have a great opportunity to communicate with colleagues 
from Russian libraries, to attend the library conferences. 



It all started with a journal: 
it had to be substantially reorganized. 



To create a journal site,
we chose the Open Journal Systems platform,
developed by the Public Knowledge Project. 

OJS is open source software with the functionality necessary 
for the publishing process:

• publication of full texts of articles:
• full text search;
• the provision of articles metadata in common formats

(Google Scholar, Dooblin Core, etc.);
• import / export of articles in XML format;
• integration with CrossRef services, DOI assignment;
• online submission and management of all content;
• e-mail notification and commenting ability for readers.



https://mbj.marine-research.org



Editorial Board





• articles are accepted in Russian and English;
• the editorial board members are prominent scientists;
• submissions are double-blind peer reviewed;
• basic article information is bilingual;
• the journal is registered in the CrossRef system, Digital

Object Identifiers (DOI) are assigned;
• articles are published under the terms of the Creative

Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0
International License;

• the journal is included in ROAD and DOAJ;
• the publications are indexed in the international

database ASFA and in Russian Scientific Citation Index
on the basis of the Scientific Electronic Library
elibrary.ru;

• we have applied for inclusion in the Web of Science
database;

• the journal is accepted in the Scopus database.
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In progress:



Since 2018, we are not just a scientific library, 
but a Scientific Information Department 
with librarians, engineers, programmers,

and a server administrator.



Informational resources of the A. O. Kovalevsky Institute
of Biology of the Southern Seas of Russian Academy of Sciences



Our open access repository
https://repository.marine-research.org 



Publications archive



Repository users geography



Main repository traffic sources



Database of scientists publication activity results
https://sci-info.marine-research.org 







The server also hosts several scientific databases
Biological collections

https://collections.marine-research.org/

Laboratory of Biodiversity and Functional Genomics 
of the World Ocean
http://bio-fgmo.ru



IBSS expeditionary research



Preliminary map of IBSS sampling stations



Plans are huge. They include the creation 
of a Scientific Information Center 

that will unite the aquatic 
sciences libraries 
and information

centers.



Thank you for attention!
Kopytova Olga

Baiandin Aleksei



“My battery is low and it’s getting dark”.


